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Introduction:
Golf course and sports turf management, covering turfgrass selection, irrigation and pitch care, is a 5-day
course for golf agronomy, sports pitch and club operations teams, ending with a Turf Agronomy and Course
Operations Plan. Greens and stadium pitches fail in hot climates when the wrong grass is planted, saline
recycled water seals the root zone and budgets ignore play and revenue data. Nominees already supervise
turf crews or venue operations and learn through inspection walkthroughs of greens, tees and pitches.
CoreConcept Training Center delivers this golf course and sports turf management course.

Course Objectives:
• Select warm-season turfgrass species and cultivar types for greens, tees, fairways, roughs and

stadium pitches against heat, salinity, wear and shade
• Manage recycled effluent irrigation through water and soil testing, leaching programmes, gypsum

and acid amendments and sodium hazard control
• Plan mowing heights, core aeration, verticutting, sand top-dressing and overseeding calendars that

hold surface firmness and green speed
• Renovate and maintain stadium and training pitches, including hybrid reinforced turf, using

play-quality tests to time interventions
• Build golf course maintenance budgets, crew rosters and tee-time yield measures that link agronomy

spending to rounds played and membership income
• Prepare a Turf Agronomy and Course Operations Plan with tournament readiness steps for a case

golf club or sports venue

Target Audience:
• Managers accountable for the agronomy and playing condition of golf greens, tees, fairways and

practice ranges
• Managers responsible for the surface quality of stadium, academy and training pitches through the

playing season
• Grounds managers accountable for sports turf at universities, schools, hotels and residential sports

clubs
• Golf club operations managers responsible for tee sheets, membership income and course

maintenance budgets
• Venue asset managers who specify, award and monitor turf maintenance and pitch renovation

contractors



Course Outline:

Day 1: Turfgrass Science and Golf Venue Condition Baseline

• Golf Course Playing Areas From Tee Box to Green Collar
• Warm-Season Turfgrass Growth, Heat Stress and Dormancy Cycles
• Bermudagrass, Zoysiagrass and Seashore Paspalum Trait Comparison Matrix
• Sand-Based Root Zone Profiles and Particle Size Distribution
• Turf Condition Baseline Survey With Quadrats and Photo Points

Day 2: Grass Selection, Recycled Water Quality and Salinity Control

• Ultradwarf Bermudagrass Versus Paspalum Putting Green Selection Criteria
• Recycled Effluent Water Analysis for Salts, Bicarbonates and Sodium
• Sodium Adsorption Ratio and Electrical Conductivity Interpretation Tables
• Leaching Fraction, Gypsum and Acid Injection Amendment Programmes
• Sprinkler Head Coverage, Catch-Can Audit and Hand Watering Rules

Day 3: Cultural Practices for Greens, Tees and Fairways

• Mowing Height and Frequency Schedules by Playing Surface
• Hollow and Solid Tine Core Aeration Calendar Planning
• Verticutting, Grooming and Thatch Layer Measurement Routine
• Sand Top-Dressing Rates, Brushing and Green Speed Testing
• Turf Nutrition Using Tissue Tests and Spoon Feeding Plans

Day 4: Stadium Pitch Renovation, Turf Problems and Golf Club Economics

• Hybrid Reinforced Turf Tufting, Pre-Mix and Carpet Systems
• End-of-Season Pitch Renovation by Fraise Mowing and Reseeding
• Play-Quality Tests for Hardness, Traction and Ball Roll
• Turf Disease, Nematode and Insect Thresholds With Integrated Pest Management
• Tee-Time Yield, Membership Models and Maintenance Cost per Round

Day 5: Inspection Walkthrough and the Turf Agronomy and Course Operations Plan

• Case Golf Course Walkthrough Scoring Greens, Bunkers and Fairways
• Case Stadium Pitch Walkthrough With Wear Mapping and Play Tests
• Case Crew Roster, Equipment Fleet and Annual Maintenance Budget
• Tournament Preparation Checklist for Green Speed and Hole Locations
• Turf Agronomy and Course Operations Plan Completion and Review



Skills You Will Gain:
• Turfgrass Species Selection
• Recycled Water Salinity Management
• Root Zone Analysis
• Aeration and Top-Dressing Planning
• Pitch Renovation Scheduling
• Play-Quality Testing
• Golf Course Budgeting
• Tournament Course Set-Up

Why Attend This Course:
• Deliver a Turf Agronomy and Course Operations Plan to the club general manager, venue director or

estates head for approval
• Decide whether a declining green or pitch needs a grass change, a salinity correction, a cultural

practice change or a full renovation
• Avoid scalped greens, sodium-sealed root zones, unplayable pitches and budget overruns caused by

calendar-driven maintenance
• Coach greenkeepers, pitch crews and tee sheet staff using the walkthrough scoring sheet, water test

log and aeration calendar

Conclusion:
Back at work, the participant presents the Turf Agronomy and Course Operations Plan to the club general
manager, venue director or estates head. Management uses it to approve grass selection and renovation
projects, set the irrigation and leaching regime for recycled water, fix the cultural practice calendar, size the
crew and agree the maintenance budget against rounds and fixtures. After the first full playing season, the
venue should repeat the walkthrough scoring, water and soil tests and play-quality tests and adjust the plan
where surfaces or income fell short of target.

Frequently Asked Questions FAQ:

What should participants know before a golf course and sports turf management
course?

Participants should already supervise turf crews, pitch preparation or golf venue operations and be familiar
with basic mowing and irrigation equipment. Bringing water test results, a maintenance calendar or a
course budget helps them apply the walkthrough scoring and planning tools to their own venue.



How does golf course and sports turf management differ from a park landscaping or
farm irrigation course?

It concentrates on high-performance playing surfaces: putting greens, tees, fairways and stadium pitches,
their grass types, salinity control, cultural practices and play-quality testing, plus golf club income.
Landscaping courses cover parks and planting palettes, and farm irrigation courses cover crop water
hydraulics.

Why does golf course and sports turf management focus on sodium in recycled
irrigation water?

Sodium in recycled effluent breaks down soil structure, seals the root zone and slows infiltration, so turf
thins even when enough water is applied. Monitoring sodium adsorption ratio and salinity, then leaching
and adding gypsum, keeps sand root zones draining and greens playable.

What do participants take back from the golf course and sports turf management
course?

Participants take back a Turf Agronomy and Course Operations Plan with a grass selection matrix, a water
and salinity test log, an aeration and top-dressing calendar, a pitch renovation schedule, a maintenance
budget and a tournament preparation checklist.


